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www.melbournewalkingclub.org 

In this edition ... 
Base Under Cover Trip 2025 ...................................... 3 

February Walk Details ................................................ 4 

March Program ........................................................... 8 

FEBRUARY ACTIVITIES 

Sunday   2  Buninyong Circuit Walk  Susan Crook 

Monday   3  Shoreham – Flinders  Ian Tregear 
Wednesday   5  Beaumaris – Cheltenham  Jenny Hosking 

Tuesday 11  Lunch – Charles Dickens  Charlie Freedman 

Wednesday 12  Buckley Falls – Barwon River David Watkins 

Sunday 16  Red Hill – Merricks Trail  Doug Bates 

Monday 17  Mooroolbark Circuit  Doug Swinbourne 

Wednesday 19  Canning Reserve   CANCELLED 

Sunday 23  O’Shannassy Aqueduct  Sue Cranage 

Monday 24  Kensington – Maribyrnong CANCELLED 

Wednesday 26  Westmeadows   Oliver Lucas 

 

Copy for March to:   Charlie Freedman - Phone: 0415 558 249 

email:  charliefreedman@yahoo.com 

by the 1st Wednesday in the month, 5th February. 
 

Laughter Is The Best Medicine 

Committee: A body that keeps minutes and wastes hours. 
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Office Bearers 2024-2025 

Club Executive 

President: Kim Rosen General Committee: John Gates 

Secretary: Neale Oxley                                  Charlie Freedman 

Treasurer: Arthur Robertson                                  Terry Simpson, & 

Activities Officer: Susan Cranage                                  Julie Paris 

Membership Officer: John Rankin 

Immediate Past President: Trevor Rosen 

 

Sub-Committee Convenors Other Officers 

Mt Buller Lodge: Julie Paris Website Administrator: Charlie Freedman 

Walter Briggs Hut: Trevor Rosen Circular Editor: Charlie Freedman 

Activities: Susan Cranage 

Membership: John Rankin 

Marketing: Terry Simpson 

 

Walk Coordinators 

Mid-week Walks: Doug Swinbourne Sunday Walks East: Trevor Rosen 

Easy Metro Walks: Gordon Proudfoot Sunday Walks West: Susan & Colin Crook 

3rd Wed Walks: Graeme Barker Sunday Peninsula Walks: Colleen Simpson 

Bike Rides: John Rankin Peninsula Walks: Ron Anderson 

 

Generic email addresses to contact appropriate Club Members: 
president@melbournewalkingclub.org membership@melbournewalkingclub.org 

secretary@melbournewalkingclub.org editor@melbournewalkingclub.org 

treasurer@melbournewalkingclub.org webmaster@melbournewalkingclub.org 

info@melbournewalkingclub.org walterbriggshut@melbournewalkingclub.org 

bullerlodge@melbournewalkingclub.org activities@melbournewalkingclub.org 
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Base Under Cover Trip 2025 

Mon 18 – Mon 25 August 2025 – Base Undercover Coffs Harbour N.S.W. 

This is your chance to walk the beautiful Solitary Islands Coastal Walk. 
This is a spectacular five day, 65km walk from Red Rock, north of Coffs 
Harbour, to Sawtell, south of Coffs Harbour. We will stay at the Park 
Beach Big 4 Holiday Park and 6 cabins (each sleeping two people as a 
double or two singles) have already been reserved for seven nights. 
More cabins can be booked at the moment if required but the Holiday 
Park books out quickly. A maximum of 16 people can participate. The 
weather in August is perfect for walking, usually 18-25°C. Car shuffles 
are required each day so a car is needed for every two people. Ideally 
walkers will drive to Coffs Harbour but there is an option of flying to Coffs 
Harbour Airport and then hiring a car. This needs to be arranged inde-
pendently. On the sixth day we will visit Bellingen and walk in the stun-
ning Dorrigo National Park. This trip combines well with a road trip to By-
ron Bay, Brisbane, the Gold Coast or the Sunshine Coast and Noosa. 
This is the third year in a row that the Leader has put on this walk so she 
knows it well and loves to go back. 

Leader: Kim Rosen    Phone: 0422 804 816 

Rendezvous: Park Beach Holiday Park, Coffs Harbour, Monday 18 Au-
gust after 2pm. 

Distance: 12-14km each day   Grading: Medium. 

Transport: Private car driven from Melbourne or hired at Coffs Harbour 
Airport. 

Accommodation: Comfortable cabins at Park Beach Holiday Park. Prices 
of the cabins for the seven nights range from $1,176 (one bedroom, 
queen bed) to $1296 (two bedroom, suitable for two singles). Payment of 
$100 deposit (per head) to the leader is required to confirm a booking on 
the walk. It is also possible for a single to have their own cabin ($200 de-
posit). Bookings need to be made by the end of February but the trip may 
be booked out before this. 

For further information see the links below or ring Kim on the above num-
ber or email kimtjrosen@yahoo.com. 

Numbers are strictly limited so book in early. 

More information about the Solitary Islands Coastal Walk ... 

www.melbournewalkingclub.org/images/Solitary_Islands_Coastal_Walk_preview.pdf 

www.melbournewalkingclub.org/images/Solitary_Islands_Walk.pdf 
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FEBRUARY ACTIVITIES 

Sun 2 Feb  Buninyong Township – Mt Buninyong, Circuit Walk 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leader: Susan Crook    Phone: 0408 517 381 

Rendezvous: 10am at De Soza Park, 410 Warrenheip St, Buninyong. 
Toilets, shelter & coffee cafe over the road. 

Maps: Melway X927 B4   Distance: 11 km. 

Grading: Easy to Moderate: Grade 3 and Grade 4 in some sections of Mt 
Buninyong. 

Transport: Private Transport to township of Buninyong, approx. 118 km 
from Melbourne. 

Morning Tea: Approx 11 am on Mt Innes, a grassy knoll, approx. 40 mins 
walk from the town. 

Walk Details: Walk through historic township of Buninyong to Botanic 
Gardens, established in 1861. Toilets available. Walk up Mt Innes, morn-
ing tea. Follow Goldfields Track onto grassy Wallaby Track. Pass by fine 
examples of dry-stone walls. Cross Midland Highway to Granny White 
Lane (gravel). Connect with Blackberry Lane (gravel) and Goldfields 
Track to the crater of Mt Buninyong. Follow ( about 20 mins) the Zig Zag 
Track ( Grade 3) steep, single track to summit of Mt Buninyong (745 M 
above Sea Level) Vegetation a mix of Messmate Stringybark trees and 
native grasses. Lunch at the Summit of Mt Buninyong, shelter, toilets and 
lookout tower. 

Descent: South Walk ( Grade 4) well made steep, single track with some 
steps, farmland views. Reconnect with Blackberry Lane towards town-
ship. Onto Forest Street (footpaths) pass by remnants of historic Bu-
ninyong Railway station, arrive back at De Soza Park. 

Escapes: Granny White Lane and Blackberry Lane will take you back to 
township. 

Note: Wear Gaiters or leg protection. Walking Poles useful if you have 
them. Optional afternoon tea at cafe in Buninyong. 

Mon 3 Feb  Shoreham – Flinders 

NB. Please contact the leader and leave your phone number, if you 
wish to attend this walk. 

Leader: Ian Tregear    Phone: 0478 624 763 
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Rendezvous & Morning Tea: 9:45am at Shoreham Pines Beach car park, 
Melway 256 F10. 

Maps: Melway 256 & 262        Grading: Easy        Distance: 14km. 

Transport: Private car. 

Walk Details: From the car park we walk along the coast on firm sand to 
Flinders Jetty, we ascend the steps to the Flinders Monument for the 
views and lunch. From there we walk along the Esplanade back to the 
beach and return to Shoreham. 

Wed 5 Feb  Beaumaris – Cheltenham 

Leader: Jenny Hosking   Phone: 0423 627 232 

Rendezvous: By Train, 8.38am Frankston train ex Flinders St Station 
arriving at Cheltenham Station 9.15am to connect with 9.27am #600 bus 
to Corner Tramway Pde & Martin St, Beaumaris. 

Morning Tea: Moysey Gardens, Beach Road, Beaumaris. Toilets availa-
ble en route. 

Maps: Melway 86 & 85        Grading: Easy        Distance: 13km approx. 

Walk Details: Cliff top walk through Beaumaris to Black Rock. View Black 
Rock house (est 1856). Lunch at Park reserve and return via Sandring-
ham, Royal Melbourne, Victoria and Cheltenham golf courses to Chel-
tenham station. Hour parking limits apply around Cheltenham station and 
shopping strip. Long term parking difficult. 

Tue 11 Feb  Lunch – Charles Dickens Tavern 

Members are reminded of the regular social event which occurs on the 
2nd Tuesday of each month (except January) at the Charles Dickens 
Tavern in the basement of 290 Collins Street Melbourne at 11:45 am for 
12 noon. For details contact Charlie Freedman on 0415 558 249. 

Wed 12 Feb  Buckley Falls – Barwon River – South Geelong 

Leader: David Watkins   Phone: 0414 547 190 

      david39mwc@gmail.com 

Rendezvous: 8.15am Southern Cross Station, outside Waiting Room. 

Morning Tea: Picnic Area overlooking Buckley falls (Melway 450 K5). No 
toilets or cover. 

Maps: Melway 450, 451 & 452  Distance: 10km. 

Grading: Easy - one small hill up to station at end. 
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Transport: 8.30am Geelong train ex Southern Cross arriving at 9.35am. 
Then #43 Deakin University bus at 9.52. Alight at Buckley Falls Rd / 
Highett Rd at 10.17am. Return trains from South Geelong 13.50; 14.10; 
14.30; 14.50pm. 

Lunch: Barwon River Park 6.5km. Toilets, cover, seating. 

Walk Details: From Morning Tea we shall follow the Barwon River and 
cross at Queens Park, then at Shannon Road to Barwon Valley Park, 
continue along the river to cross at Moorabool St. Bridge and onto the 
finish at South Geelong station. 

Escapes: At Newtown Park 4km Bus #24 to Geelong and North Geelong 
stations; Shannon Rd 5.3km #43 bus to Geelong; Moorabool St 7.8km. 
Numerous buses to Geelong or South Geelong Stations. 

Sun 16 Feb  Red Hill – Merricks Trail, via the Rail Trail Walk 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leader: Doug Bates    Phone: 0408 321 633 

Rendezvous: Car Park at Red Hill Bushland Reserve, Cnr Point Leo and 
Callanans Rd, Red Hill Sth, at 9.45am. Melway 191 A7. Toilets available. 

Maps: Melway 191 & 192   Grading: Moderate. 

Distance: 13km, Average time: 4 hours. 

Transport: Private vehicle. 

Walk Details: Gently downhill 6.5km along old rail trail. Mostly good even 
walking through farmland and vineyards. Return by same route about 
170m climb over 6.5km. Total 13km. 

Lunch: The outdoor rear garden of Merricks General Store Restaurant, 
Frankston - Flinders Rd, Merricks Vic 3916. Food, coffee available for 
purchase. Toilets available. Melway 192 F9. 

Note: Please contact the leader to organise a car shuffle if you would like 
to leave a car at Merricks Store and finish the walk there. 

Mon 17 Feb  Mooroolbark – Mooroolbark 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leader: Doug Swinbourne   Phone: 0438 881 176 

Rendezvous: Mooroolbark Station (south side street level) at 9:35am. 

Maps: Melway 50, 51, 52, 37 & 38 

Grading: Medium    Distance: 11 km. 
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Transport: Lilydale train departing Flinders Street at 8:45am, arriving at 
Mooroolbark Station at 9:31am. 

Morning Tea: Red Earth Community Park (seating, shelter, toilet). 

Walk Details: A pleasant circuit walk along tracks and roads starting and 
ending at Mooroolbark Station. After morning tea we proceed east along 
the Bushy Creek linear trail then loop northward along roads to meet the 
linear park from Edinburgh Rd to Hull Rd. From there we follow Croy-
dondale Drive back to Mooroolbark station. Toilets at station and at 
morning tea only. Return trains every half hour: 2.14pm, 2.44pm, 
3.14pm. 

Escape: Possible at lunch by continuing along Edinburgh Rd to Hull Rd 
and turning left to the bus stop near Summerhill Park Drive (Bus #680 to 
Mooroolbark station). 

Wed 19 Feb  Canning Reserve – CANCELLED 

NB. Due to scheduling issues this activity has been CANCELLED. 

Sun 23 Feb  O’Shannassy Aqueduct – East Warburton 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leader: Sue Cranage    Phone: 0414 669 948 

Rendezvous: Bakery at Warburton at 9.00am, Melway X912. 

Maps: Melway X912, 291 & 292. 

Grading: Medium    Distance: 17km. 

Transport: Private car. Travel to Warburton using the Maroondah High-
way going through Lilydale and as you leave Lilydale there is a turn off 
on the right with traffic lights to the Warburton Highway B380. Continue 
along B380 until you arrive at Warburton (Melway X912 S3). Watch out 
for the frequent speed limit changes on this highway. Once in Warburton 
look for the Warburton Bakery on the left towards the end of the shop-
ping centre. The Bakery will be the rendezvous location at 9am for morn-
ing tea and toilets. There are no toilets available on the walk. 

Leaving Warburton follow the Woods Point Road for about a 7km to a left 
hand turn into Cement Creek Road (Melway 291 F4) and travel along 
Cement Creek Road for about 1km to the Red Wood Forest Carpark. It is 
suggested that parking is best at the far end of this carpark for walk re-
turn. From the Red Wood car park, a car shuffle will be organised, with a 
return to the Woods Point Road for about 3km to a car park at Road 1 
(Melway 292 D3) for the beginning of the walk. 
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Morning Tea: At the Warburton Bakery at 9am. Toilets available in War-
burton but, unfortunately, there are no toilets available after the morning 
tea location. 

Walk Details: Start walk at 10am. The walk begins along an unsealed 
road through a pleasant forest with some slight ups and downs. After 
5km, we arrive at the O’Shannassy River and Weir for a break and a 
snack. Then the walk will follow the old Aqueduct for 7.8km back towards 
the Red Wood Forest Car Park. Along this part of the track, there is a 
pleasant lunch spot in a very scenic area of forest and tree ferns. The 
overall walk is on a wide, mostly flat track with some gently undulations. 
On return to Warburton, there is the possibility of coffee and cake. 

Escapes: No escapes. 

Notes: Poles and walking boots would be helpful on some gravelly sec-
tions of the track. 

Mon 24 Feb  Kensington – Maribyrnong – CANCELLED 

NB. Due to scheduling issues this activity has been CANCELLED. 

Wed 26 Feb  Woodlands Park – Westmeadows 

Leader: Oliver Lucas    Phone: 0451 957 821 

Rendezvous: Broadmeadows Station at 9:00am. 

Maps: Melway 178, 5 & 6        Grading: Easy        Distance: 11km. 

Transport: 8:14am Broadmeadows train ex Flinders St to Broadmead-
ows, then 9:08 Roxburgh bus to Barrymore Road, Melway 178 K12. 

Morning Tea: Gellibrand Hill, Melway 178 H12. 

Walk Details: Walking in Woodlands Park, then alongside Moonee 
Ponds Creek back to Westmeadows. 

Escape: At Mickleham Road, but infrequent bus. 

MARCH PROGRAM 

Sun 2 Mar  Whipstick Loop Walk – Blackwood 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leader: Steve Menhennet   Phone: 0418 503 873 

Rendezvous: Golden Point Road, Blackwood (opposite the Blackwood 
Hotel) at 10:00am. 

Grading: Easy     Distance: 11 km. 
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Transport: Private car. Directions: take the Western Freeway M8, turn off 
to Blackwood/Trentham C318. 

Walk Details: We'll begin our walk from the town of Blackwood, heading 
for approximately 2 km to the start of the Whipstick Loop Walk trail. The 
trail takes you through beautiful fern gullies and scenic landscapes. 

Public Toilets: Available. 

Morning Tea: Along the track. 

Lunch: Coffee and refreshments will be available at the St Erth Nursery. 

Post-Walk Option: After the walk, there will be an opportunity to explore 
the beautiful St Erth Gardens for $15. 

Afternoon Tea: Available at the Blackwood Hotel or a local café. 

Mon 3 Mar  Shoreham Circuit 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leader: Doug Connell    Phone: 0419 527 653 

Rendezvous & Morning Tea: 9:45am at Shoreham Hall, Melway 256 F8. 

Map: Melway 256 Grading: Difficult Distance: 11km. 

Transport: Private car. 

Walk Details: We meet at the historic Shoreham Hall which was originally 
a School built in 1875, then walk along Red Hill Rd. to Punty Lane down 
a steep gully to a tricky creek crossing due to a steep bank, then along 
Tucks Rd. to Flinders-Hasting Rd and Beach Rd. to the foreshore where 
we then climb up the cliff and back to the start. This walk can be a bit 
rugged in parts with a long uphill section but has nice country views and 
good views of Westernport Bay. 

Please contact the leader and leave your phone number if you wish to 
attend this walk. 

Wed 5 Mar  Spotswood – Williamstown North 

Leader: Alex Hordijenko   Phone: 9383 3257 

Wed 12 Mar  The Patch – Emerald 

Leader: Richard Simpson   Phone: 0419 528 130 

Sun 16 Mar  George Bass Walk 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leader: Eileen O'Callaghan   Phone: 0402 209 840 
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Mon 17 Mar  Kew East – Northlands 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leader: Alan Manzoori   Phone: 0417 546 604 

Wed 19 Mar  Ceres African Village 

Leader: Jim Cone    Phone: 9560 8175 

Sun 23 Mar  Gembrook – Kirth Kiln circuit walk 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leader: Tony Cagney    Phone: 0411 843 609 

Mon 24 Mar  Oakleigh – Mentone 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leader: Les Littlejohn    Phone: 0409 400 302 

Wed 26 Mar  Wonga Park – Warrandyte 

Leader: Stephen Pfundt   Phone: 0434 199 736 

 

 

Bushwalking News Victoria (BNV) 

The Melbourne Walking Club is affiliated with 
Bushwalking Victoria which publishes 
“Bushwalking News” monthly. The Current and 
past BNVs can be read on their web page: 

https://bushwalkingvictoria.org.au/bushwalking-newsletter 

Walter Briggs Hut Open Day, December 1st 
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2024/25 Subscriptions were due by 30 June 2024, 
and are set out below with discounts available to members 

who wish to take them when paying. 
 

2024/25 rates  -- Within Victoria and aged under 80 years $65 

   -- Outside Victoria or aged 80 years and over $60 

 

The following discounts apply: 
Prompt Payment:  $5 (for payment by 30 June 2024). 
Emailed Circular (not by post):  $10 (for 12 months). 

 

Note: Life Members and those who have been members for 50 
years or more are not required to pay annual subscriptions. 

 

Please send a cheque payable "Melbourne Walking Club Inc" to: 
Mr A Robertson, 45 Albany Cres, Aspendale, Vic, 3195. 
 Or 
By bank transfer to the Club’s general account: 
Account Name: Melbourne Walking Club Inc. 
BSB: 063-000, Account No: 1078 3218. 
Please ensure that you clearly state your name on the transfer. 

Arthur Robertson, Treasurer, MWC. 

The Mt Buller Lodge Story 

Read The Mt Buller Lodge Story on this web page: 

www.melbournewalkingclub.org/images/Forms/The_Mt_Buller_Lodge_Story.pdf 

Peninsula Xmas BBQ, Monday December 2nd – Doug Connell’s OBE 
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If undeliverable, return to: 
 

Melbourne Walking Club Inc. 
 

Box 2446 GPO 

MELBOURNE VIC 3001 

 

Melbourne Walking Club Circular 
 

Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Jim Cone getting the 2024 Golden Boot Award at the AGM 


